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GOVERNING BODIES OF COLLEGES OF FURTHER EDUCATION:
APPOINTMENT OF STUDENT MEMBERS

Purpose
1. The purpose of this circular is to remind governing bodies that the election of the student member should take place during the month of September, with details of the successful candidate to be notified to the Department by 29 September 2006.
Election of the Student Member
2. DEL Circular FE 06/04, issued on 19 July 2004, set out the Department’s guidance on the appointment of the student member to a governing body of a college of further education.
3. Governing bodies should note that it is very important for the student governor to be in place as early as practicable in the academic year.  In 2005, a number of colleges failed to meet the 30 September deadline for notification of the student member.  Because of the need to arrange checking under the Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults (Northern Ireland) Order 2003, which can take up to six weeks, a substantial proportion of the student members’ tenure is lost to administrative procedures if the election is delayed.  The elected student member cannot be appointed by the Department, nor can they attend governing body meetings, until they have been cleared under the checking process, although they will be able to attend relevant training concurrent with the checking process.
4. To facilitate this process, NUS-USI is distributing election materials to each college.  Arrangements will also be made for all newly elected student members to have the opportunity to attend a residential training event organised by NUS-USI in October.

Removal of Age Restriction on Governing Body Membership
5. DEL circular FE 05/04 concerned the removal of the age restriction on governing body membership, which would enable under-18s to become FE college governors.  Governing bodies are reminded that this restriction continues to apply until the ineligibility section of the instrument of government is suitably amended.  A draft amended instrument needs to be submitted to the Department, which will amend the existing instrument by order and as of the date of this circular, 11 colleges have still to make this amendment.  Legislation outlawing age discrimination in the UK is due to come into effect on 1 October 2006 and governing bodies should ensure that the necessary amendment is made before this date.  
Action Required
6. Governing bodies are asked to ensure that the name of their student member is notified to the Department by 29 September.  The Department will then arrange for the relevant checks to be made and, subsequently, the appointment itself.  
7. Governing bodies (or the chair in the absence of a scheduled meeting before end September) should request in writing that the age restriction on membership in the ineligibility section of the instrument of government be removed.  Such a request should also be received by 29 September.


