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Participation: Total enrolments at NI institutions 
______________________________________________________________ 

1.   Enrolments on higher education courses1 at Northern Ireland institutions2 
from 2000/01 to 2003/04 

 
In 2003/04, the total number of enrolments on HE courses at NI institutions was 
69,570, rising from 64,530 in 2000/01, an increase of 8%.  Of the 69,570 students in 
2003/04, 75% were enrolled at locally established HE institutions, 19% at FE 
colleges and 6% at the Open University (OU). 
 

Type of institution 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04
Universities 45,153 46,443 48,028 49,877
University colleges 2,191 2,404 2,526 2,526
FE Colleges 13,780 13,876 13,267 13,267
Total 61,124 62,723 63,821 65,670
Open University 3,406 3,471 3,481 3,900
Grand total 64,530 66,194 67,302 69,570

Enrolments on HE courses at NI institutions 2000/01 to 2003/04 Enrolments on HE courses at NI 
institutions 2003/04

 Open
University

 HE
Universities

  HE
 Universitity
Colleges

FE Colleges

 
 
Of the 69,570 enrolments on HE courses at NI institutions in 2003/04, 38% were at 
the University of Ulster and 34% were at Queen’s University Belfast.  These 
percentages are similar to previous years. 
 
 

Enrolments on HE courses at NI institutions 2000/01 to 2003/04 
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1 Information on HE courses at NI FE colleges in 2003/04 has been held at 2002/03 levels. 
2 Includes NI domiciled students enrolled at the Open University.  The OU is treated as an English institution 
irrespective of where the student actually studies. 
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Participation: HE enrolments at NI HE institutions 
______________________________________________________________ 

2.   Enrolments on higher education courses at locally established 
Northern Ireland institutions in 2003/043

 
There were 65,670 enrolments on HE courses at locally established NI institutions in 
2003/04.  Of these, the most popular subject areas were business and administrative 
studies with 12,558 enrolments (19%), subjects allied to medicine with 10,486 
enrolments (16%) and social studies with 6,895 enrolments (10%). 
 
 

Enrolments on HE courses at NI institutions by subject area 2003/04 
 
 
 
 

0 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000 14,000

Combined

Education

Creative Arts & Design

Historical and Philosophical Studies

Languages

Mass Communications and Documentation

Business & Administrative Studies

Law

Social studies

Architecture, Building & Planning

Engineering & Technology

Computer Science

Mathematical Sciences

Physical Sciences

Agriculture & Related Subjects

Biological Sciences

Subjects Allied to Medicine

Medicine & Dentistry

Enrolments  
 

                                            
3 This breakdown excludes enrolments at the Open University but includes HE courses in FE colleges, for which 
information in 2003/04 has been held at 2002/03 levels. 
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3.   Characteristics of higher education enrolments at Northern Ireland 
higher education institutions4 from 2000/01 to 2003/04 

 
Of the 52,403 HE enrolments at NI HE institutions in 2003/04, 65% were enrolled on 
full-time and sandwich courses, 62% on a first degree course and 37% (of known 
age) were aged under 21. 
 
Of the first year full-time undergraduate enrolments on HE courses at NI HE 
institutions in 2003/04, 92% of enrolments were NI domiciled students. 
 
 

Enrolments on HE courses 
at NI HE institutions by 
mode of study 2003/04
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First year full-time undergraduate enrolments on HE courses at NI HE institutions by 

domicile of student, 2000/01 to 2003/04 
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4 Includes Queen's University Belfast, the University of Ulster, Stranmillis and St. Mary's University Colleges. 
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Participation: HE enrolments at NI FE colleges 
______________________________________________________________ 

4.   Enrolments on higher education courses at Northern Ireland further 
education colleges in 2002/035

 
Of the 13,267 HE enrolments at NI FE colleges in 2002/03, 73% were on part-time 
courses while 27% were enrolled on a HND course, 22% on a HNC course and 53% 
were aged 25 and over.  The most popular subject area was business and 
administrative studies with 5,020 enrolments (38%) followed by social studies with 
2,280 enrolments (17%), and mathematical and computing sciences with 1,792 
enrolments (14%).   
 
 
Enrolments on HE courses 
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Part-time
73%

 Full-time
27%

Enrolments on HE courses
 at NI FE colleges by 
level of study 2002/03

HND
27%

HNC
22%

Postgraduate
1%

First Degree
10%

 Other
undergraduate

40%

Enrolments on HE
courses at NI FE colleges 

by age 2002/03

 Aged 25 and
over
53%

Aged under 21
26%

Aged 21 to 24
21%

 
 

Enrolments on HE courses at NI FE colleges by subject area 2002/03 
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5 The latest information available on HE courses at NI FE colleges relates to 2002/03. 
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Participation: HE enrolments at NI FE colleges 
______________________________________________________________ 

Enrolments on higher education courses at Northern Ireland further 
education colleges in 2002/03 (continued) 
 
Of the 13,267 HE enrolments at NI FE colleges in 2002/03, Belfast Institute of 
Further and Higher Education had the highest number of HE enrolments with 4,431 
students (33%).  North West Institute of Further and Higher Education had 1,536 
enrolments (12%) and North Down & Ards Institute of Further and Higher Education 
had 1,275 enrolments (10%). 
 
 

Enrolments on higher education courses at NI further education colleges6 
2002/03 
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6 College name abbreviations are as follows: 
BIFHE: Belfast Institute of Further and Higher Education. 
NEIFHE: North East Institute of Further and Higher Education. 
NWIFHE: North West Institute of Further and Higher Education. 
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HE enrolment trends: NI institutions 
______________________________________________________________ 

5.   Higher education enrolment trends in Northern Ireland institutions 
from 1995/96 to 2003/047

 
Over the period 1995/96 to 2003/04 the number of full-time HE enrolments at NI HE 
institutions has increased by 30% while part-time enrolments have increased by 
54%.  Over the same period, full-time HE enrolments at NI FE colleges have 
increased by 26% while part-time enrolments have increased by 142%.  
 
 
Enrolments on HE courses at NI HE institutions8 by mode of study, 1995/96 to 2003/04 
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Enrolments on HE courses at NI FE colleges9 by mode of study, 1995/96 to 2003/04 
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7 HE/FE data from 1995/96 to 1999/00 is based on a snapshot of enrolments at 1st December/1st November.  Data 
from 2000/01 to 2003/04 is based on enrolments counted over the full year. 
8 Includes enrolments at the Open University. 
9 Information on HE courses at NI FE colleges in 2003/04 has been held at 2002/03 levels. 
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Students gaining HE qualifications at NI HE institutions 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.   Students gaining higher education qualifications at Northern Ireland 
higher education institutions10 from 2000/01 to 2003/04 

 
In 2003/04, the total number of students gaining higher education qualifications at NI 
HE institutions was 13,860, rising from 12,248 in 2000/01, an increase of 13%.  Of 
the 13,860 students in 2003/04, 53% gained first degree qualifications. 
 

Qualification 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04
Higher degrees 2,106      2,352      2,486      2,247      
Other postgraduate 1,473      1,480      1,641      1,621      
First degree 6,723      6,931      7,096      7,411      
Other undergraduate 1,946      2,313      1,992      2,581      
Total 12,248    13,076    13,215   13,860  

Students gaining qualifications at NI HE 
institutions 2000/01 to 2003/04

Students gaining full time qualifications at NI 
HE institutions 2003/04

First degree
53%

Higher degrees
16%

 Other
postgraduate

12%

 Other
undergraduate

19%

 
 
In 2003/04, the most popular subjects for the 13,860 graduates from NI HE 
institutions were subjects allied to medicine with 3,174 students (23%), business and 
administrative studies with 2,116 students (15%) and education with 1,330 students 
(10%). 
 

 
Students gaining qualifications at NI HE institutions 2003/04 
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10 Includes Queen's University Belfast, the University of Ulster, Stranmillis and St. Mary's University Colleges. 
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Destinations of Leavers from NI HE institutions 
______________________________________________________________ 

7.   Destinations of Leavers from Northern Ireland higher education 
institutions in 2002/0311

 
There were 5,959 full-time first degree students graduating from NI HE institutions in 
2002/03. Of the 5,382 students who had destinations data returned to the Higher 
Education Statistics Agency and whose activity was known, 68% entered 
employment and 30% went on to further study (both figures include 8% of leavers 
both employed and in further study).  Of the 3,615 students entering employment, 
86% took up their first activity in NI, and 35% took up their first position in 
professional occupations. 
 

Full-time first degree graduates from NI HE institutions entering employment by 
location of employment 2002/03 
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Full-time first degree graduates from NI HE institutions entering employment by 
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11 The latest information available on destinations of leavers from NI institutions relates to 2002/03. 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

11 



 
______________________________________________________________ 

8.   Northern Ireland domiciled students enrolled on higher education 
courses12 in the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland from 
2000/01 to 2003/04 

 
In 2003/04, the number of NI domiciled students enrolled on HE courses in the UK 
and RoI was 78,438, rising from 74,048 in 2000/01, an increase of 6%.  Of the 
78,438 enrolments in 2003/04, 74% were enrolled at NI institutions, 19% at GB 
institutions, 5% at the Open University and 1% at RoI institutions. 
 

Type of institution 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04
NI institutions 54,547 56,060 56,827 58,396
GB institutions 15,010 14,518 14,506 15,049
Open University 3,406 3,471 3,481 3,900
RoI 1,085 1,088 1,093 1,093
Total 74,048 75,137 75,907 78,438

NI domiciled students enrolled on HE courses in the UK and RoI, 
2000/01 to 2003/04

 
 
There were 15,496 NI domiciled first year full-time undergraduate enrolments on HE 
courses at UK HE institutions and NI FE colleges in 2003/04.  Of these, 75% of 
students were enrolled in NI, 16% in England, 9% in Scotland and less than 1% in 
Wales. 
 
 
NI domiciled first year full-time undergraduate enrolments13 at UK HE institutions and 

NI FE colleges by country of institution 2003/04 
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12 Information on NI domiciled students enrolled on HE courses at NI and GB FE colleges and RoI institutions in 
2003/04 has been held at 2002/03 levels. 
13 Includes enrolments on HE courses at HE institutions in the UK and FE colleges in NI.  A breakdown of students at 
FE colleges in GB and at RoI institutions by level and mode of study is not available. 
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9.   Sources of information 
 
Information on HE students has been obtained from the following sources: 
 
 Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA)   

 
Information on students enrolled at and gaining qualifications from UK HE 
institutions and destinations of leavers from UK HE institutions. 

 
 Further Education Statistical Record (FESR)    

 
Information on students enrolled at NI FE colleges. 

 
 Higher Education Authority (HEA)  

 
Information on NI students enrolled at Republic of Ireland institutions. 

 
 Department for Education and Skills (DfES) 

 
Information on NI students enrolled on HE courses at English FE colleges. 

 
 Scottish Executive 

 
Information on NI students enrolled on HE courses at Scottish FE colleges. 

 
 Welsh Assembly 

 
Information on NI students enrolled on HE courses at Welsh FE colleges. 

 
 
10.   Further reading 
 
The following DEL publications provide additional information about HE: 
 
 Student enrolments on HE courses: NI 

 
 Enrolments on vocational courses at NI FE colleges 

 
 Students gaining HE qualifications: NI 

 
 Destinations of Leavers from HE institutions: NI 

 
These news releases / statistical bulletins are available on the Department’s web-
site:  
 
www.delni.gov.uk/statistics 
 
More detailed information on HE is also available from the NI Compendium of HE 
statistics.  The latest publication can be accessed at the following web-page: 
 
http://www.delni.gov.uk/index.cfm/area/library/site/StatisticsResearch 
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11.   Regional contacts for institutions in Northern Ireland 
 
 

Queen's University of Belfast
University Road
BELFAST
BT7 1NN

St. Mary's University College
191 Falls Road
BELFAST
BT12 6FE

Stranmillis University College
Stranmillis Road
BELFAST
BT9 5DY

University of Ulster (Headquarters)
Cromore Road
COLERAINE
BT52 1SA
The Open University
40 University Road
BELFAST
BT7 1SU

Tel 028 903 23722

Tel  028 903 81271

Tel  028 902 45133

Tel 08 700 400 700

www.qub.ac.uk

Tel  028 903 27678
www.stmarys-belfast.ac.uk

www.open.ac.uk

www.ulster.ac.uk

www.stran-ni.ac.uk

 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

14 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


