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in other formats on request.



Steps to Work Starting Your Own Business

How can Steps to Work help?
If you are interested in setting up your own business, 
and are eligible for Steps to Work, why not discuss 
your business idea with your Adviser? Your Jobs & 
Benefits office or JobCentre will be able to put you 
in touch with an organisation that specialises in 
helping people set up and run businesses and arrange 
for them to discuss your business idea with you.

If you are not able to move immediately into  
self-employment, you may be eligible for the  
Steps to Work Self-Employment route. 

Your route to Self-Employment 
through Steps to Work will 
take you through Three phases:
Phase 1
A basic awareness session usually lasting one half 
day. This is to ensure that participants do not have 
unrealistic expectations about their ability to 
succeed in self-employment.

Phase 2
Attendance at the Northern Ireland Start a 
Business programme (SABp), usually involving  
five days attendance over a three week period, 
where you will receive support, mentoring and help 
to develop a Business Plan. 
 

Phase 3
A period of test trading for up to 26 weeks, with the 
support and guidance of an organisation experienced 
in self-employment matters. While test trading, 
those on JSA will receive a Benefit Based Training 
Allowance (equal to their rate of JSA) plus a weekly 
top-up. Other benefit claimants will retain entitlement 
to any benefit in payment plus receive a weekly 
Training Premium. You may, of course, leave test 
trading at any time during this process to set up 
your own business or to take up a job.

Would you like to start 
your own business?
Most people think about starting their own business. 
Starting your own business may initially be difficult. 
At first, you will have to do everything yourself, from 
buying the stamps to sweeping the floor and there 
are absolutely no guarantees of success. However, 
many people do make a success of it.

What kind of person can make 
a success of starting a business?
You will need to be able to offer a product or service 
that people will pay for and you will need determination 
to keep on going through any difficult times.

To run a successful business, you will have to 
make plans about time and money and stick 
to those plans. At times, you may have to take 
financial risks and also be prepared to work longer 
hours than people in ordinary jobs. 

To run your own business, you will need to gain 
the respect and trust of other people - and if you 
want your customers to do business with you again, 
they will have to be convinced that you are 
dependable and efficient.

One attraction of self-employment is that it suits all 
sorts of people. Women and men from a wide range 
of backgrounds can and do build their own successful 
businesses in all sorts of occupational areas.

Useful websites
www.investni.com
www.intertradeireland.com
www.princes-trust.org.uk
www.advantage-ni.com
www.hmrc.gov.uk/selfemployed


