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   COVER SHEET FOR PLANNING GRANT PROPOSAL 

	PROGRAMME NAME

Invest NI US-Ireland R&D Partnership Planning Grant
	CLOSING DATE 

FOR APPLICATIONS

     
	THEMATIC AREA


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sensors

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nanotechnology

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cystic Fibrosis

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Diabetes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Telecoms
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Energy / Sustainability


	
	
	

	TITLE OF PROPOSAL (up to 30 words)

     

	NAME OF HOST HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION
     
	TITLE & FULL NAME OF LEAD NORTHERN IRELAND CONTACT
     

	REQUESTED BUDGET DIRECT COSTS
(£ sterling)
     

	

	Signatures below confirm: acceptance and agreement with the Invest NI grants and awards Terms and Conditions; that the institution ensures the applicant meets eligibility requirements; that the project is in full agreement with all legal and regulatory matters governing research in Northern Ireland; that no aspect of this project is already being funded from another source and that all details provided are correct .

	INSTITUTIONAL SIGNATORY AUTHORITY

Name (print):     
Position:     
Email:     
Correspondence Address:

     
     
     
Signed:     
Date:     
	LEAD Northern Ireland CONTACT
     
Signed:     
Date:     


PLEASE CONSULT THE SUPPORT NOTES (Pages 5-6) PROVIDED BEFORE COMPLETING THIS APPLICATION FORM

SECTION 1: CONTACT DETAILS

LEAD Northern Ireland CONTACT
All fields must be completed.
	Title and Name 
	     

	Host Higher Education Institution
	     

	Address


	     

	Postcode
	     

	E-mail
	     

	Phone
	     

	Fax
	     

	Investigator Website
	     

	Correspondence Address

(if different)
	     


Republic of Ireland CONTACT
All fields must be completed.
	Title and Name 
	     

	Host Institution
	     

	Address


	     

	Postcode
	     


	E-mail
	     

	Phone
	     

	Fax
	     

	Investigator Website
	     

	Correspondence Address

(if different)
	     


United States CONTACT
All fields must be completed.
	Title and Name 
	     

	Host Institution
	     

	Address


	     

	Postcode
	     

	E-mail
	     

	Phone
	     

	Fax
	     

	Investigator Website
	     

	Correspondence Address

(if different)
	     


SECTION 2: PROPOSAL CONTENT

The aim of the Invest NI US-Ireland R&D Partnership Planning Grant is to provide planning travel support to researchers in Northern Ireland to develop specific projects with US and Republic of Ireland collaborators for identified programmes under the NSF/NIH auspices.   This planning grant is not a pre-requisite for formal applications for collaborative grants to be submitted to identified NSF/NIH competitions under the guidelines of the US-Ireland R & D Partnership, but is intended as a vehicle to facilitate development of the tri-jurisdictional application.

The proposal content should include the following:

 

· The lead Northern Ireland applicant should identify the US research funding competition that the planning grant will support, specifically identifying the US funding agency, the program and specific call (including deadline).   

· An outline of the proposed joint research programme to be developed, including the specific research contributions and time commitments of the individual researchers identified as lead investigators from the three jurisdictions. The applicants must clearly define how the proposed collaboration will benefit their research activities.  (max 3 pages)
· CVs for each participating investigator (max 2 investigators per jurisdiction) from each of the three jurisdictions should be provided and should contain the listed details (max 3 pages each):  

· Previous and current positions, listed in chronological order, providing details of institution and role   

· A list of five most significant publications by the investigator, to include all authors, title, journal, date of publication and volume and page numbers.

· A list of more recent publications that indicate more recent research endeavour, with details as above

· Reference of patents, granted or pending, if applicable, including application number, title, year and assigned inventors

· Currently active research funding within the last three years (agency, grant title, amount, duration, role and percentage commitment)
· Notes of relevant honours, awards received, including service on national or international review boards.

· An indicative budget for the proposed joint research programme, including estimated research costs for researchers in each of the three jurisdictions.  

The contents of this section of the proposal will vary with scale, and will vary depending on the nature of the collaborative project to be developed across the three jurisdictions.   

SECTION 3: BUDGET

The budget available, on a competitive basis, is up to £3,000 direct costs per grant to be awarded to the University of the Northern Ireland applicant. The Invest NI US-Ireland R&D Partnership Planning Grants are not subject to an overhead contribution. A detailed Partnership Planning Grant budget request should outline the travel and other preparatory costs being requested (up to £3,000) and figures should be provided in the format: £1,000. 

SECTION 4: LETTERS OF SUPPORT
A letter of support from the US investigator and the Republic of Ireland investigator is required outlining his/her support for the collaborative project and detailing their unique contribution to the proposal.  The partner hosting the project planning meeting should also confirm his/her willingness to host this meeting. 

Support Notes
Introduction

Applicants should follow the instructions in these notes to complete the various sections of the application form. Applications not adhering to these guidelines and those described in the application form will be deemed ineligible and may be returned without review to the applicant by Invest NI.

Guidelines

· All text should be provided in Times New Roman, font size 12 with single-line spacing.  

· The number of pages in the application must not exceed the specifications for any given section.  Applications that do not adhere to this rule will be returned without review.

· Appendices or other unsolicited documentation is not permitted.  

· The currency to be used in this application form is £ sterling.

· The applicant is responsible for ensuring that all of the relevant information has been included at the time of submission of the application. 

Lead Northern Ireland Contact 

The lead Northern Ireland contact should be the individual involved in preparation and guidance of the proposed tri-partite research project.  Contact details should be provided for the Republic of Ireland and US collaborators. 

Submission of proposals

Applications are currently being accepted on a rolling call basis.  Incomplete applications will be returned without review. 

Required application materials:

1. Signed and stamped cover sheet

2. Application Form (Sections 1,2 & 3) MS Word/PDF/Rich Text format to include:

Outline of proposed joint research programme

CVs for investigators (max 2 per jurisdiction) in each jurisdiction (max 3 pages)

Identification of the NSF/NIH programme to which the proposal will be submitted with specific call deadline

A detailed planning grant budget

An indicative budget for the full tripartite proposal.

3. Letters of support from the US and Republic of Ireland investigators

The signed proposal should be submitted as a single document, by email only to paul.malcomson@investni.com. Subject line should include the programme area described above i.e. nanotechnology or sensors.
NON-COMPLIANCE
Proposals will only be accepted with the Invest NI Cover Sheet provided. Proposals not in compliance with any details specified in this document, or the Invest NI Terms and Conditions will not be eligible for an award and will be returned without review.

REVIEW PROCESS

All proposals received by Invest NI will be acknowledged. SFI Technical Staff will then review the applications on behalf of Invest NI based on the assessment criteria outlined in the call and may seek additional expert advice if appropriate. 

A researcher or organisation that makes financial or personnel commitments in the absence of a Letter of Offer signed by Invest NI does so at their own risk. The final decision on grants rests with Invest NI.

AWARD ADMINISTRATION 

A. Notification of the Award. 
Notification of the award is made to the submitting organisation by Invest NI. Organisations will be advised of awards or unsuccessful applications as promptly as possible by Invest NI. 

B. Award Conditions. 
An Invest NI award consists of: (1) the award letter, which includes any special provisions applicable to the award and any numbered amendments thereto; (2) the budget, which indicates the amounts, by categories of expense, on which Invest NI has based its support (or otherwise communicates any specific approvals or disapprovals of proposed expenditures); (3) the proposal referenced in the award letter; (4) the applicable award conditions, such as General Terms and Conditions. 

GRANT REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

For all Invest NI US-Ireland R & D Partnership Planning Grants, the lead Northern Ireland contact will be required to submit a brief report to Invest NI within 45 days of completion of the travel for which this award has been granted.  This report should detail the activities undertaken with the US and Republic of Ireland collaborators outlining the process deployed in generating the full proposal and providing an update on the current status of the proposed collaborators funding request.

Page 1 of 6

